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ABSTRACT  

Environmental justice emerges as a critical framework for evaluating the equitable distribution 

of environmental benefits and burdens in the context of rapid industrial development. As 

industrial activities intensify across developing regions, marginalized communities often bear 

disproportionate environmental costs while receiving limited economic benefits, creating 

profound justice concerns that demand systematic legal intervention. The Kongu region of 

Tamil Nadu exemplifies this challenge, where accelerated textile industry growth has generated 

significant economic opportunities alongside severe environmental degradation affecting 

vulnerable populations, particularly farmers and rural communities dependent on natural 

resources.  

This Public Interest Litigation addresses the environmental justice challenge in Tamil Nadu’s 

Kongu region, encompassing Coimbatore, Tiruppur, Salem, Erode, Karur, and Dharmapuri 

districts. The petition examines whether the region’s 150-year industrial evolution, generating 

₹50,000+ crores annually and employing over 10 lakh persons, represents an environmental 

boon through technological advancement or an ecological bane requiring judicial intervention.  
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The legal significance lies in balancing Article 21 fundamental rights (life and clean 

environment) with economic development, while enforcing constitutional duties under Articles 

48A and 51A(g).  

The paradox is evident: Tiruppur contributes ₹30,000+ crores in textile exports yet suffers 

severe degradation with CEPI scores reaching 72.39 (critically polluted status), violating 

environmental rights of millions.  

The petition advances a dual-nature framework demonstrating industrial evolution’s 

transformation from environmental bane to sustainable boon through strategic intervention. 

Key arguments include Article 21 violations through documented health impacts—increased 

cancer incidence, respiratory diseases, and water-borne illnesses. The petition establishes 

State failure in Article 48A environmental protection despite comprehensive statutory 

frameworks.  

Scientific evidence includes Noyyal River receiving 86.9 MLD untreated effluent, groundwater 

TDS levels exceeding 11,000 mg/l against 2,000 mg/l standards, and 146.3 sq.km agricultural 

land degradation. Contrasting these challenges, Kurichi SIDCO Industrial Estate achieved 

remarkable 88% CEPI reduction from 72.38 to 8.60 through Zero Liquid Discharge systems 

and real-time monitoring.  

Comprehensive remedies include mandatory ZLD implementation, universal Continuous 

Emission Monitoring Systems (CEMS), High-Level Environmental Monitoring Committees, 

Regional Environmental Master Plans, Pollution Victim Compensation Funds, and court 

supervised quarterly reviews ensuring accountability.  

This draft introduces groundbreaking environmental jurisprudence dimensions: First, balanced 

development positioning judicial intervention as pro-sustainable rather than anti-industrial, 

seeking transformation through technology mandates. Second, comprehensive CEPI 

framework integration as diagnostic tool and monitoring mechanism for judicial oversight. 

Third, strategic replication of Kurichi SIDCO’s documented success as evidence-based 

regional transformation model.  

Fourth, cutting-edge technology-driven governance through IoT-based monitoring, predictive 

maintenance, and automated compliance reporting. The innovation demonstrates industrial 

evolution can become environmental boon through proper frameworks, establishing national 

precedent for sustainable development protecting economic interests and ecological integrity.  
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

(CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION) 

WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. ________ OF 2025  

PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION  

(UNDER ARTICLE 32 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA) 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

1. Flora Fighters 

   (An Environmental Protection Organization)  

    Through its Director,  

    15/183, Nethaji Street, Rasipuram,  

     Namakkal – 637505.                                                                                                                ...Petitioners 

VERSUS 

1. Union of India Through the Secretary,  

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India, 

New Delhi – 110001. 

2. Central Pollution Control Board 

Through its Chairman,  

Parivesh Bhawan, East Arjun Nagar,  

Delhi – 110032.  

3. State of Tamil Nadu Through the Secretary,  

Environment and Climate Change Department,  

Secretariat,  

Chennai – 600009. 

4. Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board 

Through its Chairman,  

76, Anna Salai, Guindy,  

Chennai – 600032. 

5. District Collector, Coimbatore 

6. District Collector, Tiruppur 

7. District Collector, Salem 

8. District Collector, Erode                                                                                                                          ...Respondents 

UPON SUBMISSION TO THE HON’BLE CHIEF JUSTICE AND HIS COMPANION JUSTICES 

OF THE HON’BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA  
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TABLE OF ABBREVIATIONS 
 

Abbreviation  Full Form  

CEPI  Comprehensive Environmental Pollution Index  

CPCB  Central Pollution Control Board  

TNPCB  Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board  

PIL  Public Interest Litigation  

ZLD  Zero Liquid Discharge  

CAAQMS  Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring System  

CEMS  Continuous Emission Monitoring System  

SPA  Severely Polluted Area  

CPA  Critically Polluted Area  

EPI  Environmental Pollution Index  

AEPI  Air Environment Pollution Index  

SWEPI  Surface Water Environment Pollution Index  

GWEPI  Ground Water Environment Pollution Index  

TDS  Total Dissolved Solids  

PM₁₀  Particulate Matter (10 micrometer)  

PM₂.₅ Particulate Matter (2.5 micrometer)  

BOD  Biochemical Oxygen Demand  

COD  Chemical Oxygen Demand  

MLD  Million Litres per Day  

NAAQS  National Ambient Air Quality Standards  

EIA  Environmental Impact Assessment  

NGT  National Green Tribunal  
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STATEMENT OF JURISDICTION 

1. This Hon’ble Court has original jurisdiction to entertain this Public Interest Litigation 

under Article 32 of the Constitution of India for the enforcement of fundamental rights, 

particularly the right to life under Article 21, which includes the right to a clean and 

healthy environment.  

2. The matter involves violation of constitutional obligations under Article 48A (State’s duty 

to protect environment) and Article 51A(g) (citizen’s fundamental duty to protect 

environment) across multiple states, making it a matter of national importance warranting 

this Hon’ble Court’s intervention.  

3. The petition concerns environmental degradation in the Kongu region of Tamil Nadu 

affecting millions of citizens, requiring urgent judicial intervention for protection of 

fundamental rights and enforcement of environmental laws.  
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STATEMENT/SYNOPSIS OF FACTS 

1. The Petitioner submits that the Kongu region, historically referred to as Kongu Nadu, 

comprises six districts of Tamil Nadu, namely Coimbatore, Tiruppur, Salem, Erode, 

Karur, and Dharmapuri. This region constitutes one of India’s largest industrial 

clusters, housing over 50,000 industrial units and generating annual revenues exceeding 

₹50,000 crores.  

2. Industrialisation in the region commenced in the late nineteenth century with the 

establishment of cotton textile mills and has expanded over the past 150 years into 

diverse sectors including textiles, engineering, foundry operations, chemicals, food 

processing, and emerging technology industries. Tiruppur alone accounts for 

approximately 90% of India’s cotton knitwear exports.  

3. Reports of the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) under its Comprehensive 

Environmental Pollution Index (CEPI) indicate significant environmental 

degradation in the region:  

• Tiruppur – CEPI score of 72.39 (2018), classified as a Critically Polluted Area.  

• Coimbatore – multiple Severely Polluted Area clusters.  

• Salem and Erode – recorded substantial pollution concerns.  

4. Water pollution in the region is acute and well-documented:  

• The Noyyal River receives about 86.9 MLD of untreated industrial effluent.  

• Groundwater Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) levels have reached 11,000 mg/l, 

far exceeding the permissible limit of 2,000 mg/l.  

• Approximately 146.3 sq.km of agricultural land is rendered unfit for 

cultivation.  

• The Orathupalayam Dam is listed among the most polluted water bodies in 

India.  

5. Air quality degradation has also been reported:  

• Particulate Matter (PM₁₀) concentration regularly exceeds 135 μg/m³ against 

the prescribed standard of 100 μg/m³.  
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• Significant stack emissions have been reported from 19 foundries in the Kurichi 

area.  

• Textile dyeing and chemical processing industries contribute cumulatively to 

the deterioration of ambient air quality.  

6. These environmental issues have adversely affected public health:  

• Higher incidence of certain forms of cancer in pollution-affected villages.  

• Increased prevalence of respiratory ailments such as asthma and bronchitis in 

industrial belts.  

• Widespread waterborne diseases in rural communities reliant on contaminated 

groundwater sources.  

• Documented occupational health risks for workers employed in industrial 

units.  

7. Certain locations in the region have witnessed notable environmental improvement 

following targeted interventions:  

• Kurichi SIDCO Industrial Estate recorded a CEPI score reduction from 72.38 

in 2009 to 8.60 in 2019, representing an improvement of over 88%.  

• Implementation of Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD) processes ensuring complete 

wastewater treatment and reuse.  

• Installation of real-time emission monitoring systems to regulate industrial 

discharges.  

8. Tamil Nadu has pioneered several technological innovations in environmental 

protection, including:  

• Deployment of IoT-based real-time emission monitoring for foundries, the 

first such initiative in India.  

• Reclassification of foundries from Red to Orange category due to adoption of 

cleaner technology.  
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• Use of advanced treatment systems such as electrochemical ozone oxidation 

and capacitive deionization.  

9. These examples demonstrate that industrial development can proceed in an 

environmentally sustainable manner when supported by:  

• Effective regulatory enforcement;  

• Mandatory adoption of approved technology;  

• Real-time monitoring mechanisms;  

• Collaboration between industry and government;  

• Meaningful community participation.  

10. However, despite the legal framework provided under the Environment (Protection) 

Act, 1986, the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, and the Air 

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, enforcement remains inadequate 

due to:  

• Inconsistent monitoring and compliance verification;  

• Insufficient deterrent penalties for violations;  

• Absence of cumulative impact assessment;  

• Lack of integrated regional environmental planning.  

11. The above facts reflect continuing environmental degradation in the Kongu region, 

having direct implications for public health, agricultural sustainability, and ecological 

balance.  
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STATEMENT OF ISSUES 

1. Whether the uncontrolled industrial evolution in the Kongu region, despite economic 

benefits, constitutes an environmental bane causing irreversible ecological damage, 

public health crises, and violation of fundamental rights under Article 21 of the 

Constitution?  

2. Whether the Union of India, State of Tamil Nadu, and pollution control authorities have 

failed in their constitutional obligations under Articles 21, 48A, and 51A(g) to protect the 

environment and ensure sustainable industrial development?  

3. Whether the existing regulatory framework and enforcement mechanisms are adequate to 

address the cumulative environmental impacts of industrial activities across the Kongu 

region?  

4. Whether technological interventions such as Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD) systems, 

realtime emission monitoring, and IoT-based pollution control must be mandated 

universally across all industrial units in the region?  

5. Whether the success story of Kurichi SIDCO Industrial Estate (88% CEPI score 

reduction) provides a replicable model demonstrating that industrial evolution can be 

transformed from environmental bane to boon through proper intervention?  

6. Whether a comprehensive regional environmental master plan with mandatory public 

participation, victim compensation mechanisms, and ecosystem restoration programs is 

essential for balancing industrial development with environmental protection?  

7. Whether this Hon’ble Court should issue appropriate directions for immediate 

environmental audit, technology mandates, and establishment of monitoring mechanisms 

to ensure sustainable industrial development in the Kongu region?  
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SUMMARY OF ARGUMENTS/PLEADINGS 

The petitioner respectfully submits that the industrial evolution in the Kongu region presents a 

complex environmental justice challenge requiring immediate judicial intervention. While 

industrialization has contributed significantly to economic development, employment 

generation, and export earnings, it has simultaneously caused severe environmental 

degradation threatening the fundamental right to life and health of millions of citizens.  

The petition establishes that:  

Firstly, the environmental bane is evident through scientifically documented pollution data 

showing critically high CEPI scores, water contamination, air pollution, and health impacts 

that violate Article 21 rights.  

Secondly, constitutional duties under Articles 48A and 51A(g) have been breached by 

inadequate regulatory enforcement and absence of sustainable development planning.  

Thirdly, the environmental boon is demonstrable through success stories like Kurichi SIDCO, 

proving that proper intervention can transform polluted industrial areas into environmentally 

compliant zones.  

Fourthly, technological solutions including ZLD systems, real-time monitoring, and IoT-based 

controls are proven effective and must be mandated universally.  

Finally, comprehensive judicial directions are essential for establishing a regional 

environmental framework ensuring that industrial evolution becomes an environmental boon 

rather than remaining an ecological bane.  
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ARGUMENTS ADVANCED/PLEADINGS 

I. THE DUAL NATURE OF INDUSTRIAL EVOLUTION: 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

A. The Economic Boon 

The Petitioner respectfully submits that the industrial evolution of the Kongu region, 

comprising Coimbatore, Tiruppur, Erode, Karur, Salem, and adjoining districts, has ushered in 

remarkable economic development. The region’s combined industrial output now exceeds 

₹50,000 crores annually, with direct and indirect employment for over 10 lakh individuals. 

Tiruppur alone contributes more than ₹30,000 crores in annual export earnings from the textile 

sector. Industrialisation has also spurred infrastructure development, urbanisation, technology 

transfer, and skill-improvement opportunities. These outcomes have contributed substantially 

to regional prosperity and poverty alleviation, supporting the case that industrialisation, in 

principle, can be a powerful engine for socio-economic progress.  

B. The Environmental Bane 

However, these economic gains have been counterbalanced by severe environmental 

degradation. Scientific records indicate that the Noyyal River receives 86.9 MLD of untreated 

industrial effluent, creating a cumulative Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) load of 2.87 million 

tonnes between  

1980 and 2003. Groundwater contamination in surrounding areas has reached levels as high as 

11,000 mg/l TDS against a 2,000 mg/l standard. Ambient Air Quality Monitoring shows PM₁₀ 

concentrations in industrial belts often surpassing 135 μg/m³ against a permissible limit of 100 

μg/m³. Soil degradation has rendered approximately 146.3 sq.km of fertile agricultural land 

unfit for cultivation. Medical evidence from regional hospitals confirms increased cancer 

prevalence, respiratory diseases, water-borne illnesses, and occupational hazards in dyeing and 

chemical processing sectors.  

C. Scientific Assessment under CEPI 

This duality is quantified through the Comprehensive Environmental Pollution Index (CEPI), 

developed by CPCB with IIT Delhi. CEPI applies a Source–Pathway–Receptor model, 

assessing the presence and scale of toxins, pollutant levels, exposure impacts, and the adequacy 

of control measures. CEPI scoring categorises industrial areas into Critically Polluted (≥70), 

Severely  
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Polluted (60–70), and Other Polluted (<60). Tiruppur’s score of 72.39 places it in the Critically 

Polluted category, while multiple Coimbatore clusters fall into SPA designation, reflecting 

persistent non-compliance despite statutory frameworks.  

II. CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

A. Fundamental Right under Article 21 

In M.C. Mehta v. Union of India1, this Hon’ble Court held that the right to life includes the right 

to pollution-free air and water. Similarly, Vellore Citizens’ Welfare Forum v. Union of India2 

enshrined the doctrine of sustainable development and rejected the old dichotomy between 

development and ecology. The precautionary principle and polluter-pays principle, inherent in 

Indian environmental jurisprudence, require proactive measures at the earliest signs of 

environmental threat.  

B. Directive Principles and Fundamental Duties 

Article 48A mandates the State to protect and improve the environment, and Article 51A(g) 

imposes upon every citizen the duty to preserve natural resources. These constitutional 

imperatives establish a binding obligation on State agencies to prevent ecological degradation 

and pursue sustainability.  

C. Statutory Protection 

The Environmental Protection Act, 1986; Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 

1974; and Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 together create a robust 

environmental protection framework. However, despite these laws, the Kongu region continues 

to show high CEPI scores, underscoring enforcement failures.  

 

III. DEMONSTRATED SUCCESS STORIES: TURNING BANE INTO 

BOON 

A. Kurichi SIDCO Transformation 

Kurichi SIDCO Industrial Estate exemplifies that industrial areas can transition from critically 

polluted to environmentally sustainable. Its CEPI score dropped from 72.38 in 2009 to just 

                                                
1M.C. Mehta v. Union of India (Ganga Pollution Case) (1988) 1 SCC 471  
2Vellore Citizens' Welfare Forum v. Union of India (1996) 5 SCC 647  
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8.60 by post-monsoon 2019 through the adoption of Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD) systems, 

installation of bag filters and wet scrubbers, real-time monitoring, proactive industry co-

operation, and greenbelt expansion.  

B. Tamil Nadu’s Technology Leadership 

The State pioneered IoT-based real-time emission monitoring in foundries, enabling their 

downgrade from red to orange pollution categories. Textile units implemented advanced 

treatments like electrochemical ozone oxidation achieving substantial COD and colour 

removal.  

C. Market Mechanism Models 

Models like Gujarat’s particulate matter emission trading scheme — delivering 24% PM 

reduction — show market-linked incentives can complement regulation in improving 

compliance outcomes.  

IV. REGULATORY FAILURES AND THE NEED FOR HOLISTICENFORCEMENT 

Despite the availability of proven technologies and case precedents, enforcement in the Kongu 

region remains fragmented. Periodic monitoring is inconsistent, penalties are often too low to 

act as deterrents, and cumulative impact assessments for industrial clusters are absent. The 

CEPI 2016 methodology, now focused on quantifiable parameters, is seldom applied rigorously 

to regional planning.  

The region lacks a scientific carrying-capacity assessment, integrated pollution control 

mechanisms, and structured community engagement - factors essential for balancing economic 

benefits with environmental costs.  

 

V. HEALTH, AGRICULTURE, AND LIVELIHOOD IMPACTS 

Empirical data confirm direct links between industrial pollution and public health outcomes. 

Hospitals in Coimbatore and Tiruppur document elevated cases of respiratory illnesses, 

cancers, and waterborne diseases in communities near industrial hubs. Contaminated 

groundwater has affected rural drinking supplies, while soil toxicity has reduced agricultural 

yields - destroying livelihoods and causing annual economic losses exceeding ₹35 crores.  
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VI. TECHNOLOGICAL SOLUTIONS AND MANDATORY MEASURES 

Universal implementation of ZLD across effluent-producing units can eradicate liquid waste 

discharges. Real-time Continuous Emission Monitoring Systems (CEMS) can provide 

transparent, tamper-proof compliance data. Integration of Internet of Things (IoT) systems for 

predictive maintenance and performance tracking further enhances accountability.  

VII. NECESSITY OF JUDICIAL INTERVENTION AND REGIONAL 

MASTER PLANNING 

Given the scale and persistence of the problem, judicial intervention is essential to direct the 

preparation of a regional environmental master plan with judicial oversight, victim 

compensation funds, ecosystem restoration programmes, and mandatory public participation. 

Without urgent action mandated by this Hon’ble Court, environmental degradation will deepen, 

health costs will rise, and opportunities for sustainable transformation will be lost.  

This PIL seeks environmental justice for over 8.2 million residents of the Kongu region, 

demanding immediate action to address industrial pollution that threatens fundamental 

rights to life, health, and environmental sustainability. 
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PRAYER 

In light of the facts, law, and arguments advanced above, the petitioner most respectfully prays 

that this Hon’ble Court may be pleased to:  

IMMEDIATE RELIEF: 

a) Issue a writ of mandamus directing the respondents to conduct comprehensive 

environmental audits of all industrial clusters in the Kongu region within six months using the 

CEPI methodology and make findings public.  

b) Direct an immediate moratorium on new industrial projects in areas with CEPI 

scores above 60 until verifiable compliance with pollution control norms is achieved.  

c) Order establishment of a High-Level Monitoring Committee comprising 

environmental scientists, public health experts, government officials, and community 

representatives to oversee implementation of environmental protection measures.  

TECHNOLOGY MANDATES: 

d) Direct mandatory installation of Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD) systems in all 

industries generating process effluents within 18 months, with phased implementation based 

on pollution severity.  

e) Order universal implementation of real-time Continuous Emission Monitoring 

Systems (CEMS) and IoT-based pollution control technologies across all industrial units 

within 12 months.  

f) Mandate public accessibility of all pollution monitoring data through online 

platforms with real-time updates.  

REGULATORY STRENGTHENING: 

g) Direct formulation of a Regional Environmental Master Plan for the Kongu region 

within 12 months, incorporating carrying capacity assessment, cumulative impact evaluation, 

and sustainable development guidelines.  

h) Order establishment of a Pollution Victim Compensation Fund financed through 

environmental cess on industrial operations to provide relief to affected communities and 

fund ecosystem restoration.  
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i) Direct mandatory public participation in all environmental clearance processes 

through public hearings and community consultations.  

MONITORING AND ACCOUNTABILITY: 

j) Order quarterly review meetings with progress reports on implementation of court 

directions and environmental improvement measures.  

k) Direct periodic health impact assessments in pollution-affected communities with 

immediate remedial action based on findings.  

l) Establish penalty mechanisms for non-compliance with court directions and 

environmental standards.  

GENERAL RELIEF: 

m) Pass such other orders and directions as this Hon’ble Court may deem fit and 

proper in the facts and circumstances of the case for environmental protection, public health 

safeguarding, and sustainable industrial development in the Kongu region.  

AND FOR THIS ACT OF KINDNESS, THE PETITIONER AS IN DUTY BOUND SHALL 

EVER PRAY.  

 

 

                                                                                     COUNSEL FOR THE PETITIONERS                          

 

FILED ON: 11.08.2025                                                                        

PLACE: TAMILNADU 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF NOYYAL RIVER POLLUTION  
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